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implication being that he was no more a servant of the Emperor.
The split was complete. The ball was now in Akbar's court. Bairara
declared he had no option but to fight.
The advance guard of the imperial army intercepted Bairam
near Philaur, about forty miles from Jullundur. In the initial skir-
mishes, Shams-ud-Din Khan siiffered unexpected reverses, due
largely to the treachery of some junior officers, Bairam was hear-
tened by these successes, and declared that Punjab was a plum ready
to fall into his lap. The spirited Pir Muhammad Khan, however,
rallied his forces and struck at the enemy with all his might at the
village of Gunacur, demolished the formations of a gutless army,
and went in hot pursuit to capture Bairam. The latter, however,
eluded him, and took refuge with a Hindu chieftain in the Shiva-
lik hills.
The battle of Gunacur took place on 16 August on a terrain
soaking wet as a result of heavy monsoon rains. The imperialists
scored a decisive victory. The rebels were driven back with heavy
losses. Bairam escaped capture. He fled to the hills with a band of
his followers. The sultry weather and the soggy surface compelled
Pir Muhammad to retrace his steps, but he posted contingents of
trusted men at all strategic passes to ensure that Bairam did not
stage a comeback. News of the victory was sent to Akbar at
Sirhind. His reaction was one of pleasure tinged with sadness.
Bairam's defeat was in fact a collapse of the values Akbar admir-
ed greatly. He was sorry at the thought that Fate did not show
the right path to his Khan Baba in tims. He wondered if it was now
too late for the proud Khan to make amends for his unfortunate
decision. Whether or not to close the door against him was a
question that agitated Akbar for many days. Akbar's decision to
write to him yet another letter showed the innate goodness of his
heart:
We are grieved at the distress you have brought on yourself.
The gates of our munificence will never be shut against you. It
is never too late to repent and express regret. ?/e repeat that
you will be received with honour in case you still decide to
surrender unconditionally. This is a pledge, a promise in reco-
gnition of your services to us, our father and our grandfather.
We shall await your reply before ordering further action to put
down once and for all the insurrection you have started.